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Berkeley Lab Accident Statistics 
Through February 28, 2009

These slides are updated on a monthly basis, as soon as 
data are reasonably final for the preceding month.  Hours 
worked are estimated monthly and updated with final and 
actual values quarterly.
While every effort is made to present accurate and final 
data, data may change in subsequent months, as 
additional information becomes available and as later 
developments change the recordability of some cases.  
Refer questions about these charts to rwfisher@lbl.gov
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Narrative of February 2009 Recordable 
Injury Cases

• Computer ergonomics – right hand and shoulder strain
– Developed pain in right shoulder and right hand several 

weeks after moving work locations. The set-up of the new 
work station caused EE to twist in odd positions to perform 
her job.

• Slip/Trip/Fall – laceration of forehead
– EE was going up the stairs to the cafeteria tripped and hit his 

head.  Resulting laceration required numerous sutures
• Struck/by – laceration on scalp

– Employee was struck in head by loose part while moving 
decommissioned research equipment for salvage

• Fall to floor – contusion and back strain
– Misalignment of chair position while sitting down caused 

employee to fall to floor jarring back, arm and neck
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Narrative of February 2009 Recordable 
Injury Cases

• Choice of tool – shoulder strain – DART 22 days closed
– Strained shoulder while pushing too hard on wrench, could 

have used bigger wrench or other tool

• Computer ergonomics – hand/wrist strain
– EE moved to new location, new furniture did not meet EE’s 

physical needs and dimensions

• Manual Labor – stain/sprain of spine
– While performing routine custodial duties, EE felt a shooting 

pain after bending over and reaching to lift a light object.  
Chronic back condition may have contributed.

• Computer ergonomics – right elbow strain
– Flare-up due to extensive computer work
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LBNL Recordable Cases FY07 through February 28, FY09
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FY '07 Total = 48 Cases

FY '08 Total = 52 Cases

FY '09 Total = 16 Cases
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LBNL DART Cases FY07 through February 28, FY09

0

1

2

3

4

5

Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep

N
um

be
r o

f C
as

es

FY '07 Total = 24 Cases FY '08 Total = 24 Cases FY '09 Total = 5 Cases



6

LBNL Recordable Cases by Division FY07 through February 28, FY09 
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LBNL DART Cases by Division FY07 through February 28, FY09 
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Berkeley Lab Site-Wide TRC & DART Rates
(Includes all Construction and Service Contractors)

Through February 28, 2009
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LBNL vs DOE Contractor Rates
Berkeley Lab Site Accident Rates
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Long Term Injury Rates - TRC

Berkeley Lab Total Recordable Case Rates With Control Limits At 95% Confidence Level
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Interpretation Rules: 
95% of monthly rates are expected to be within the control limits.  The 
following situations warrant inquiry to determine if changes are statistically 
significant:
1. A monthly rate outside of the control limits
2. Seven consecutive values above or below the central line
3. Seven successive values trend up or down
4. 10 of 11 successive values all above or all below the central line
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Long Term Injury Rates - DART
Berkeley Lab DART Rates With Control Limits At 95% Confidence Level

(Cases with Days Away, Restricted or Transferred)
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95% of monthly rates are expected to be within the control limits.   The 
following situations  warrant inquiry to determine if changes are statist ically 
significant:
1.  A monthly rate outside of the control limits
2. Seven consecutive values above or below the central line
3. Seven successive values trend up or down
4. 10 of 11 successive values all above or all below the central line

Through February 28, 2009
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Performance vs Contract Goals - TRC

Berkeley Lab and Contractors
Cumulative Total Recordable Cases 

By Fiscal Year
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Performance vs Contract Goals - DART
Berkeley Lab and Contractors

Cumulative DART (Days Away, Restricted, Transferred) Cases 
By Fiscal Year

5
4

3

1

3

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

O
ct

ob
er

N
ov

em
be

r

D
ec

em
be

r

Ja
nu

ar
y

Fe
br

ua
ry

M
ar

ch

A
pr

il

M
ay

Ju
ne

Ju
ly

A
ug

us
t

Se
pt

em
be

r

C
as

es

Cumulative Cases FY 2006
Cumulative Cases FY 2007
Cumulative Cases FY 2008
Cumulative Cases FY 2009
Approximate Cases for Contract Goal = B+, DART = 0.25

Note: Cumulative Case Goals are based on the 
assumption that the same number of hours 
will be worked in the current year as previous years

B+



14

Recordable and DART Cases by Job Classification
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Injury Categories and Causes FY08 through February 28, 2009 

Musculoskeletal 
Disorder, Not Repetitive 

Motion, (3)

Musculoskeletal 
Disorder, Computer 

Repetitive Motion, (6)

Musculoskeletal 
Disorder, Lab 

Equipment/Process 
Repetitive Motion, (1)

Laceration, Concussion, 
Contusion, Abasion, 

Struck By/Against, (1)Laceration, Concussion, 
Contusion, Abasion, 

Slip/Trip/Fall, (2)

Musculoskeletal 
Disorder, Slip/Trip, (3)
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Percentage of All Injuries Reported That Are Recordable
Monthly, 12 Month Moving Average, Trend since 1/1/2000
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First Aid to Recordable Case Ratio
through February 28, 2009
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TRC Cases By Division
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DART Cases By Division
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